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H. B. 2542

(BY DELEGATE BROWN)

[Amended and again passed, in an effort to meet
the objections of the Governor, March 18, 2011;
in effect ninety days from passage.]

AN ACT to amend and reenact §37-13A-1, §37-13A-2 and §37-
13A-5 of the Code of West Virginia, 1931, as amended, all
rclating to access to cemeteries and grave sites located on
privately owned land generally; allowing access for the
purposes of installation of monuments or grave markers;
allowing access to an authorized person who has the written
permission of a family member or descendant of a deccased
person to enter the property solely for the purpose of installing
monuments or grave markers or preparing the cemetery plot for
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burying a deceased person by those granted rights of burial to
that plot; requiring notice and description of monuments or
grave markers to be installed; permitting denial of installation
by property owner; and providing injunctive relief.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of West Virginia:

That §37-13A-1, §37-13A-2 and §37-13A-5 of the Code of

West Virginia, 1931, as amended, be amended and reenacted, all to
read as follows:

ARTICLE 13A. GRAVES LOCATED UPON PRIVATELY

OWNED LANDS.

§37-13A-1. Access of certain persons to cemeteries and graves
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located on private land.

(a) Any authorized person who wishes to visit a cemetery
or grave site located on privately owned land and for which
no public ingress or egress is available, shall have the right to
reasonable ingress or egress for the purposes described in
subsection (c) of this section after providing the owner of the
privately owned land with rcasonable notice as defined in
subsection (b) of this section.

(b) An authorized person intending to visit the cemetery
or grave site for the purpose of installing a monument or
grave marker pursuant to subdivision (2), subsection (c) of
this section, shall give reasonable notice to the property
owner which is to include a description of the monument or
grave marker to be installed. As uscd in this article,
“reasonable notice” mcans written notice of the datec and time
the authorized person intends to visit the cemetery or grave
site dclivered to the property owner at lcast ten days prior to
the date of the intended visit.






